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SYMPTOMS OF LIVER DISEASE

• Acute liver disease

– This may be asymptomatic and anicteric.

– Symptomatic disease, which is often viral, 
produces generalized symptoms of 
malaise, anorexia and fever. 

– Jaundice may appear as the illness 
progresses.



Chronic liver disease

• Patients may be asymptomatic or 
complain of non-specific
symptoms, particularly fatigue.

• Specific symptoms include 
manifestations of liver cell failure if 
present.



SIGNS OF LIVER DISEASE

• Acute liver disease

– There may be few signs apart from 
jaundice and an enlarged liver.

– In the cholestatic phase of the illness, pale 
stools and dark urine are present.













INVESTIGATIONS

■ Blood tests

(a) Liver ‘function’ tests:
(i) serum albumin and bilirubin

(ii) prothrombin time

(b) Liver biochemistry:
(i) serum aspartate and alanine aminotransferases

– reflecting hepatocellular damage

(ii) serum alkaline phosphatase, γ-glutamyl

transpeptidase – reflecting cholestasis

(iii) total protein

(c) Viral markers

(d) Additional blood investigations; haematological,

biochemical, immunological, markers of liver fibrosis

and genetic analysis.



Imaging techniques



Ultrasound examination





MRI



PET




