
Perception  

Perception : knowing the environment by the use of 

senses. 

Sensation is receiving a stimulus (sense organs). 

Perception is interpreting and understanding the 

meaning of the stimulus. 

Perception depend on :                 

A) Past experience .  

B) Future expectation. 

C) Stimulation.  

Philosopher: Immanuel Kent (We see things not as they 

are but as we are) 

1) How we perceive ? 

The psychology of the whole (Gestalt School of 

psychology) Look at a clock → we perceive the whole 

instrument (not its parts).    

2) Change of sensory stimulus. 

Is essential to perception  

If nothing changed in the world we should experience 

nothing. 



Perception is dependent on past experience and 

learning. 

A married man with a family will appear differently to 

his mother his wife and his daughter. 

4) Perception is selective:  

If a family is looking at a shop window of mixed goods 

the man will notice the carpentry tools, the woman the 

cosmetics or domestic goods, the school boy the model 

railway and the small girl, the doll. 

5) Perception and emotion:  

Emotions will influence one's capacity for accurate 

perception. 

Time and descriptions of events are highly unreliable 

by emotionally excited witness. 

A judge will disqualify himself from a case in which 

members of his family are involved. 

A psychotherapist generally avoids treating his own 

family. 

6) Effects of enthusiasm on perception. 

Strong urge to wine can interfere with accurate 

perception (Boxing games  → two judges or more). 



7) Perception and suggestion: 

Suggestion can cause errors of perception. 

The familiar trick of India is reported to be a case of 

mass suggestion. Under the influence of active and 

convincing description the member of the audience, 

see a rope move and stand upright, unsupported in 

space.  

Extremes of suggestion border on the effects of 

hypnosis.  

Those who respond most readily and definitely to the 

suggestion are considered to be the best subjects for 

hypnosis. 

 Hypnosis is not a state of sleepiness but it is a relaxed 

suggestible condition.   

Factors affecting perception; 

I) Personal Factors: 

a) previous experience (familiar figures). 

b) Present physical condition. 

A hungry person would will perceive the smell of food. 

c) Emotional state: Happy , depressed, angry or 

excited. 



d) Set expectancy waiting an important telephone call 

and the door bell ring and run to the telephone. 

II) Social factors:  

Perception differ according to the culture, believe and 

tradition. Ex. An Egyptian tourist may feel sorry for the 

bull in a bull fight in Spain while the Spaniard is happy.  

III) Figural factors: 

a) Proximity: elements which are close to each other 

are perceives as a group. 

b) Similarity: Items of the same size or shape are more 

likely viewed as a group. Any one travelling over a large 

city in an airplane see similar houses represent recent 

building development. 

c) Good form: the stimuli that form a good figure will 

have a tendency to be grouped together. 

i) Continuity:    Dots are seen as straight lines.  

ii) Symmetry: grouping leading to symmetry (perceived 

favorably). 

iii) Closure: C seen as a circle. 

Disturbance of perception: 

1)A gnosia: 



Loss of perception (mind blindness or agnosia). 

Visual agnosia (visual pathway is intact but the lesion in 

the left parieto occiptal region ( right handed persons) 

Auditory agnosia (lesion in the left superior temporal 

lobe in right handed persons). 

Tactile agnosia lesion of the parietal lobe  

2) Illusion  

Misinterpretation of a stimulus  

Causes: 

i) Physical causes: the mirrored objects seem to be 

behind the mirror. 

ii) Habit and familiarity: Almost every book comes out 

with a few errors in spite of having been examined 

repeatidelly by several people. 

iii) Expectancy: If a needle falls on the floor and you 

start searching for it you may start to [pick up many 

things on the floor only to discover they are not the 

needle. 

iii) Psychiatric disorders: 

Schizophrenia the patient may hear the sound of a 

chair as a voice calling him bad names  



iv) Organic diseases: fever renal and hepatic failure. 

3) Hallucination: perception without a stimulus 

Auditory  

Visual 

Olfactory 

Gustatory 

Tactile 

Occur in  

a)psychiatric disorders  

schizophrenia (auditory) 

b) Drugs like hashish and LSD(lysergic acid). 

c)organic (renal or hepatic failure) 

d)Hypnagogic states periods between awaking and 

going to sleep. 

 

 

 

 

  


